
 

 

.We have three  “Mystery Plates”  
 
The pewter plate, shown above, could be called a 
“mystery plate,” one of three we have in our archive.  It 
is a mystery because it is not clear why and when they 
were engraved and presented to this church. The en-
graving includes the prefix “Old” which we know was 
added to the name of St. Luke’s Church in 1975 when 
the present major restoration began. However, the use 
of the location “Chartiers” in the title is from a bygone 
age. Two identical plates measure 10” by 3/4” deep.  
The third plate measures 8 1/2” by 1/2” deep.  The two 
larger plates could have been inserts in larger wooden 
offertory basins.  The smaller plate resembles a paten, a 
plate used for distributing the bread in Holy Communion.  
We will welcome any information about the history of 
these plates.   
 

COMING: Pay Pal for donations 
 
It has been suggested to us that we join the Pay-
Pal method of receiving donations to the church, 
as well as for our internet visitors who wish to 
make a purchase from our Gift Shop.  Within a few 
weeks, this will be make available on our web site. 
www.oldsaintlukes.org 
 

A 1790 Log Building 
 

 
This photo shows the Walker-Ewing 
Log House, situated on Noblestown 
Road, in Oakdale,  It was erected in 
1790, the same year that our first 
church building was built on the plan-
tation of Maj William Lea, and where 

our present stone church was built in 1852.  We obvi-
ously do not have a drawing or photograph of our 1790 
church, but the photo above gives a suggestion of what 
a pioneer log or frame church building might look like.   
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Steamboats, Livelihood and Fire 
 
Over the years this newsletter has  published many 
accounts of early settlers in the Chartiers Valley, 
beginning with Maj. William Lea and the land grant 
he received from King George III in 1765. While we 
have focused on their lives, we have not empha-
sized their livelihood. We have briefly noted that 
Maj. Lea was an ironworker and a farmer. Other 
family members were machinists and at least two 
generations earned their livelihood as part of the 
steamboat industry in Pittsburgh. Their shop was 
located close to where Trinity Cathedral, downtown 
Pittsburgh, is situated today. 
 
Thomas Nixon, the son of William and Dorathy 
Lea, worked as a steamboat engineer on the Ohio 
and Mississippi Rivers. On October 15, 1833, Tho-
mas wrote a letter to “Dear Cousin,” (perhaps 
David N. Lea) telling him that he was 200 miles up 
the Mississippi River, where the steamboat was 
caught in low water at Columbus, Georgia. The 
boat had been built with green timber and in the 
warmth of the south, the wood dried and was 
twisted. The engines also had to be worked on, but 
nobody in Columbus knew how to make these re-
pairs. He added that he was ill with fever and ague.  
He lamented that he had been away from Pitts-
burgh for eleven months. Thomas died of yellow 
fever in New Orleans in 1834.  We do not know the 
place of his burial. 
 
At an unknown date, a steamboat boiler was in-
stalled to heat Old St. Luke’s Church. The installa-
tion might have been made by David Nelson Lea, 
who died in 1895, or his brother, Robert Lea, Jr.  
The Nixons and Leas were related and each one  
was involved with steamboats and steam engines..   
 
One of our archival references says that 
the January 22,1898 issue of the Pitts-
burgh Gazette reported a boiler explosion 
at Old St. Luke’s Church, which caused a 
fire resulting in damage to the plaster, woodwork, 
and church records.   If this date is correct, a young 
Church Army officer, Gouverneur P. Hance, who 
would later found St. Barnabas Free Home, Gibso-
nia, was a leader at that same time, from 1897 to 
1899, in efforts to restore the building and reacti-
vate the congregation.  
 

 




